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T.  T.  Birbeck, 

Clerk  of  the  Council 


ree5, 


TELEPHONE  : NO.  2367 


Tho  Chair nan  and  Members  of  the 
Rural  District  Council  of  Chepstow. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemenj 

I bog  to  submit  ay  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  Conditions  of  your  District  for  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1958. 

The  health  of  your  district  was  satisfactory. 

It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  approximately  7 0> 
of  the  babies  born  in  1957.  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria  by  the  end  of  1958.  The  target  set  was 
15%  of  babies  before  their  first  birthday  but  this 
in  my  opinion  is  impossible. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  thank 
hr.  T hittinghar  and  Mr.  PoltoII  for  their  help  and 
co-operation. 


I remain 


Your  Obedient  Servant 


E.  N.  D07SLL 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


CHEPSTOW  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


/ire a (acres) 

Population 

Estimated  mid-year  population 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  Value  (31st  March,  1958) 
Sum-  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 


42,459 

10,870 

3,407 

£89,162 

£325. 


BIRTHS 


Live  Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

91 

85 

176 

Illegitimate 

7 

3 

10 

In  1956  the  total 

live  births  were  200 

and  in 

1953  th; 

158.  The  number 

of  illegitimate  live 

births 

in  1955 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

In  1950  there  were  5 still  births . 

INFANT  MORTALITY 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  of  Infants 

under 

one  year  of  age 

1 

1 

2 

Ine  1952,  1954  and  1956,  there  were  5 deaths  of  Infants  under 
one  year  of  age. 

The  following  is  a list  of  infant  deaths  under  one  year  of 
age,  giving  age  at,  and  cause  of  death. 


(1)  Mala  - 2 days 

(2)  Female  - 30  minutes 


l.a.  Prematurity. 

Locked  twins  at  delivery, 
l.a.  Haemoptysis. 

b.  Haemorrhagic  disease 
of  newborn. 
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GENERAL  EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Diphtheria 

No  cases  were  notified.  This  is  the  sixth  consecutive 

year. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

During  the  year  150  children  were  immunised  against 
Diphtheria.  Of  this  number  120  were  born  in  1957  and  12 
born  in  1958.  Of  the  184  children  born  in  1957 , 136  had 
been  immunised  against  Diphtheria  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

By  the  end  of  1957,  130  of  the  200  children  born  in  1956 
were  immunised  against  Diphtheria.  As  in  1956  and  1957 
vaccinations  and  immunisations  were  not  discontinued  during 
the  year  owing  to  the  occurrence  of  Poliomyelitis. 


Vaccinations  '.Smallpox) 

During  the 'year  101  primary  vaccinations  were  carried 
out  against  Smallpox.  Of  this  number  44  were  babies  born 
in  1958. 


Scarlet  Fever 

One  case  was  notified.  There  Were  five  notifications 
in  1956. 

Measles 

6 cases  were  notified.  There  \>rere  40  notifications 
in  1957. 

Whooping  Cough 


One  case  was  notified,  in  1957  there  were  4 notifications 
and  in  1956  there  were  20.  During  the  year  256  children  were 
immunised  against  Whooping  Cough  and  of  this  number  235  were 
in  the  ago  group  0-4  years. 


As  in  1953?  1954?  and  1956,  there  were  no  notifications. 
Four  notifications  were  received  in  1957  and  3 in  1955. 
Vaccinations  of  the  children  from  the  Rural  District  were 
carried  out  at  the  Clinics  and  also  at  the  Secondary  Schools. 
A new  innovation  this  year  was  the  vaccination  of  children  by 
means  of  the  Mobile  Clinic.  Many  children,  who  would  have 
been  unable  to  visit  the  standing  clinics,  owing  to  transport 
difficulties,  wore  vaccinated  by  this  means. 
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Dysentery. 

No  cases  wore  notified. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

Tuberculosis . 

The  following  were  the  notifications  of  primary  cases  received 
during  the  yeari- 

(I)  Male  36  years  Lungs 

(II)  Female  18  years  Lungs 

(ill)  Male  61.  years  Lungs 

During  1952.,  10  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified.  In  1953,  1954,  1956  and  1957,  3even  cases  were 
notified.  Eighteen  children  living  in  the  Rural  District, 
whose  ages  were  13/14  years,  were  vaccinated  against 
Tuberculosis . 


DEATHS 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Deaths 

56 

47 

103 

In  1956  there  were  114  deaths  registered. 

The  Natural  Increase  (the  number  of  births  exceeds  the  number 
of  deaths)  =83.  In  1957  this  increase  was  80. 

In  1956  there  were  7 deaths  due  to  neoplasm  of  the  lung. 

In  the  same  year  there  were  no  deaths  attributed  to  any 
form  of  Tuberculosis. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  59  were  70  or  over  at  the  time  of 
death. 

Table  1,  gives  a classification  of  the  causes  of  death  and 
the  number  attributed  to  each  cause. 
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CHEPSTOW  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Deaths  in  1958  Male 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  5 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  5 
Coronary  disease,  angina  12 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 
Other  heart  disease  6 
Other  circulatory  diseases  3 
Influenza  1 
Pneumonia  1 
Bronchitis  3 
Other  respiratory  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodehup  1 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  1 
All  other  accidents  2 
Suicide  3 

ALL  CAUSES  56 


Female 

1 

1 

1 

2 

14 

5 

8 

4 

3 

1 

4 

2 

1 

47 
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ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS 

diseases  (arm  than  tuberculosis) 

ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUPS 


CASES  NOTIFIED 

- AGS  GROUPS 

Total 

1 

I 

DISEASE 

Under 

1 

3 

5 

10 

15 

25  A 

all 

i 

1 year 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

over 

ages. 

Diphtheria 
Scarlet  Fever 
Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Enteric  Fever 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles  and  German  Measles 

1 

3 

2 

6 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

! 

I 

TOTALS 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

T 

9 | 

t 

7 


c 


for  and  Public  Health  Inspector's  Annual  Report  for  the 

Year  1958 


Inspections  during  the 


Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

• o • 

O O 

12 

Food  Preparing  Premises 

• ♦ • 

• 9 

169 

Bakehouses 

e © o 

O O 

6 

Food  Inspections  ... 

• o • 

• • 

357 

Drainage  ... 

0 o • 

• • 

116 

Drain  Testing 

• 0 • 

• • 

36 

Sewerage 

0 0 9 

• 9 

182 

Water  Supply 

o o o 

O 9 

582 

Housing  (Complaints)  ... 

• « • 

9 O 

62 

Infectious  Disease  & Disinfection 

o • • 

O O 

16 

Nuisances 

9 0 9 

9 9 

34 

Disinfestation' 

0 9 0 

o o 

3 

Shops  Acts 

9 0 • 

O 9 

213 

Council  House  Repairs  ... 

9 0 0 

0 o 

922 

Refuse  Collection  1 Disposal... 

9 9 0 

© e 

172 

Factories  ... 

0 • • 

O 9 

135 

Building  Byelaws 

9 0 9 

O * 

318 

Petrol  Licence's 

9 0 0 

• • 

62 

Miscellaneous 

9 0 0 

• © 

741 

Work  Done 


By  Owners  after  Informal  Notices 


Housing  Repairs 
Drainage  Repairs 
Nuisances  Abated 


By  Owners  after  Statutory  Notices 


74 

11 

5 


Housing  Repairs 
Drainage  Repairs 
Nuisances  Abated 


1 

2 


Notices  Served 


Informal  under  Housing  Acts  ... 
Informal  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Statutory  under  Housing  Acts  . . . 
Statutory  under  Public  Health  Acts 


42 

48 

1 

2 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


The  duties  of  a Local  Authority  in  relation  to  water 
supply  are  contained  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the 
Water  Act,  1945,  but  probably  the  most  important  responsibility 
from  a public  health  point  of  view  is  that  laid  down  in  Section 
111  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936.  This  states  that  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  every  local  authority  to  take  from  time  to  time 
such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  for  ascertaining  the  sufficiency 
and  wholesomeness  of  the  \/ater  supplies  within  their  district. 
Section  115  requires  a local  authority  who  supply  water  to 
ensure  that  the  water  in  any  waterworks  belonging  to  them 
from  which  water  is  supplied  for  domestic  purpose  is  wholesome. 
These  two  sections  are  the  basis'  for  much  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  Department  and  involve  constant  sampling  of  supplies 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  where  necessary,  protection 
of  the  source  of  supply. 

There  are  two  catchment  areas  within  the  district  at 
Newchurch  and  Shirenewton,  serving  Newport  Corporation  and 
Chepstow  Water  Company  respectively.  Newport  Corporation 
reservoir  is  at  Wentwood  and  from  this  a supply  is  furnished 
through  the  mains  of  Magor  and  St.  Mellons  Rural  District 
Council  to  Five  Lanes,  Undy  and  Rogiet.  Chepstow  Water 
Company's  works  consisting  of  filters  and  chlorinating  plant 
are  situated  at  Whitemill,  Shirenewton,  and  from  here  supplies 
are  taken  in  the  mains  of  the  Water  Company,  Chepstow  Rural 
District  Council  or  Monmouthshire  County  Council  to  Mathern, 
Portskewett,  Caldicot,  Caerwent  and  Shirenewton.  It  will 
therefore  be  seen  that  the  whole  of  the  Southern  portion  of 
the  Rural  District  receives  a mains  filtered  and  chlorinated 
supply. 

The  remainder  of  the  district  is  served  by  individual 
schemes  serving  the  parish  in  which  they  are  located  and 
generally  consist  of  the  water  from  deep  springs  which  is 
pumped  to  storage  reservoirs,  before  gravitating  to  supply 
the  village.  Such  schemes  are  found  in  Devauden,  Kilgwrrwg, 

St.  Arvans  and  T intern.  The  area  around  Itton  Common  and 

Itton  Court  is  supplied  from  a private  scheme  known  as  the 
Itton  Estate  suppler  and  consists  of  springs  situated  in 
Chepstow  Park  Wood  gravitating  to  the  consumers. 

The  table  shown  on  the  following  pox^e  indicates  the  district 
divided  into  parishes  and  gives  the  statutory  area  of  supply 
for  Newport  Corporation,  Chepstow  Water  Company  and  Chepstow 
Rural  District  Council.  The  area  of  coverage  by  water  mains 
can  be  easily  seen  and  the  parishes  still  to  be  supplied 
will  be  noted  as  Sarlswood,  Llangwm,  Llansoy,  Newchurch  West, 
Trellech  Grange  and  the  Glyn,  Devauden.  The  Council  have 
considered  the  possibility  of  taking  water  to  these  communities 
and  the  table  below  gives  an  indication  “of  what  is  involved. 
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j PARISH 

f 

] 

SOURCE 

~ * 

NO.  OF 
PREMISES 

LAST  ESTIMATE 
OF  COST 

Earlswood 

! 

Extension  of 
Shirenewton  Scheme 
to  10,000  gallon 
reservoir. 

58 

£30,000 

Llangwm 

Springs  at  Gaer  Vawr 

25 

£14,750 

Llansoy 

Extension  of 
Devauden  main 

„ 

£10,000 

Trellech 

Grange 

Extension  of 
Monmouth  Rural 
District  Council  main 

10 

£ 5,000 

Newchurch 

Extension  of 
Kilgwrrwg  main 

8 

£ 3,750 

The  Glyn, 
Devauden 

1 

Extension  of 
Kilgwrrwg  main 

. 

6 

■ 

£ 2,700  ) 

It  will  bo  seen  that  the  cost  of  supplying  water  to  these 
areas  varies  from  £450  por  dwelling  to  £590  and  this  is 
probably  great or  than  the  value  of  the  actual  dwelling  in 
many  cases.  In  view  of  the  limited  agricultural  benefit 
to  be  derived  from  many  of  these  schemes,  it  seems  unlikely 
that  they  will  ever  be  brought  to  fruition.  Nevertheless 
the  properties  still  remain  and  many  owners  would  carry  out 
improvements  if  a piped,  water  supply  was  available. 

Most  of  the  remaining  properties  in  the  district  have 
their  own  individual  private  supplies  but  there  are  a 
number  which  are  dependent  upon  public  wells. 


The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  water  consumed 
in  the  district  during  the  year. 

52.5 97.000  Severn 

Purchased  from  Chepstow  Water  Company  - Tunnel  area. 

2.405.000  Shire newt on. 

Purchased  from  Magor  & St.  Mellons  R.D.C.  - 24,996,000 
Purchased  from  Newport  Corporation  - 4,095,000 

Chepstow  R.D.C.  Supplies  Tintorn  - 4,595,000 

Kilgwrrwg  ~ 1,095,000 

Devauden  - 3,500,000 

St.  ArvaJis  - 3,500,000 


The  total  amount  of  money  spent  during  the  year  on  water 
supplies  was  £10,118.  Samples  were  taken  regularly  throughout 
the  year  and  the  results  are  as  follows. 
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/Cont  'd 
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1 

Village 

j 

Supplier 

j 

Source  of  Supply 

Size  & 
Type  of 
Mains 

Age 

in 

Years 

! 

Type  of 
Sunnly 

Mat hern 

A 

Roger stone  Grange 

4" 

asbestos 

21 

Filtered  & 
Chlorinated 

Portskewett 

B 

Whitemill 

2"  - 6” 
asbestos 

21 

- do  - 

Caldicot 

B 

Whitemill 

2"  - 6” 
asbestos 

21 

- do  - 

Rogiet 

D 

Went wood 
Reservoir 

3”  - 6i! 
asbestos 

21 

- do  - 

Undy 

D 

Went wood 
Reservoir 

Ii"  - 4” 

asbestos 

21 

- do  - 

Caerwent 

C 

Whitemill 

li"  - 3" 
asbestos 

21 

- do  - 

Shire newt on 

B 

Whitemill 

3"  - 4" 

Cast  Iron 

4 

- do  - 

Kilgwrrwg 

A 

Cvm  Vagor  Springs 

1"  - 2" 
Galv.  Iron 

43 

Untreated 

Devauden 

A 

Fedw  Springs 

3” 

Asbestos 

Pt  .28 
Ft.  5 

- do  - 

St . Arvans 

A 

Gorse  Wood  & Hill 
Farm  Springs 

3" 

Cast  Iron 

Pt.23 
Pt.  4 

- do  - 

! Tintern 

j 

A 

Fair oak  Springs 

2”  - 4" 
Cast  Iron 

1 

- do  - 

j Itton 

i 

E 

i 

Chepstow  Park 
Wood  Springs 

1"  - 4" 
Galv.  Iron 

60 

- do  - 

, 

Suppliers;-  A - Chepstow  Water  Company  through  their  own 
Mains . 

B - Chepstow  Water  Company  through  the  mains 
of  Chepstow  Rural  District  Council. 

C - Chepstow  Water  Company  through  the  mains 
of  Monmouthshire  County  Council. 

D - Newport  Corporation  supply  through  the 

mains  of  Chepstow  Rural  District  Council. 


E - Private  Estate  Schemes 


Results 


Itton 

4 

4 

4 

St.  Arvans 

48 

44 

4 

28 

20 

Portskewett 

4 

4 

4 

Galdicot 

6 

6 

6 

Rogiot 

4 

4 

‘4 

Undy 

4 

4 

4 

Caerwent 

8 

8 

8 

Devauden 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Tintern 

6 

6 

6 

Mat hern 

5 

5 

5 

Shirenewton 

4 

4 

4 

Kilgwrrwg 

4 

4 

4 

St.  Brides 

4 

4 

4 

105 

=-  

62 

cm  | 

H 

79 

26  | 

The  village  of  Caerwent  is  served  by  the  Monmouthshire 
County  Council  through  their  own  mains  taking  a supply  from 
Chepstow  Water  Company, 


The  position  in  tho  village  has  been  particularly  bad  for 
a number  of  years  and  when  the  agricultural  users  ore 
drawing  off,  domestic  consumers  are  often  unable  to  obtain 
a supply.  It  was  proposed  to  relay  a section  of  main  from 
Penhow  at  the  western  boundary  of  the  rural  district  to  tho 
Royal  Naval  Propellant  Factory  at  Dinham  when  new  road  works 
were  being  undertaken  and  it  was  felt  that  by  increasing  the 
size  of  this  main  slightly  at  an  extra  cost  of  £1,500  the 
position  at  Caerwent  could  bo  improved.  The  approval  of  the 
Ministry  was  obtained  with  the  proviso  that  the  Council  receive 
the  revenue  every  year  from  the  Caerwent  consumers.  It  was 
therefore  agreed  by  the  County  Council  that  the  .Rural  District 
Council  would  purchase  the  Caerwent  scheme  including  all  service 
pipes  but  excluding  communication  pipes  at  District  Valuer’s 
valuation.  This  had  not  been  decided  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Earlswood  Water  Scheme  was  considered  during  the  year 
and  after  consultations  with  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Goverment  it  was  decided  to  approach  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  to  ascertain  if  they  would  give  financial 
support  to  the  scheme  instead  of  encouraging  small  individual 
schemes  by  the  way  of  grants.  The  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
replied  that  the  majority  of  agricultural  properties  to  be 
served  by  tho  proposed  scheme  small  units  and  consequently 

the  agricultural  benefits  were  low. 
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The  scheme  would  not,  therefore,  be  justified  on 
.agricultural  grounds  alone,.  Alljbeemed  lost  at  this  stage 
but  without  any  further  pressure  from  the  Council,  the  , . 

Ministry  of  Housing  stated  that  following  a review  of  the 
position  it  had  been  decided  to  approve  the  Earlswood  Water 
Scheme  subject  to  certain  conditions  regarding  the  routing 
of  the  main.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  Council's  Engineers 
were  proceeding  with  the  necessary  plans. 

An  application  was  made  to  the  Council  during  the  year  by 
the  owner  of  the  Itton  Estate  Private  Water  Supply  referred  to 
previously  for  the  Council  to  take  over  the  management  of  the 
scheme.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  schom'e  was  located  within’  the 
Chepstow  Water  Company’s  Statutory  area  and  that  the  distribution 
pipes  had  reached  the  end  of  their  effective  life  (in  addition  to 
which  the  source  of  supply  needed  protection  works  being  executed') 
the  Council  deferred  consideration  of  the  matter. 

Samples  taken  during  the  year  showed* the  supply  at  St.  Arvans 
to  be  grossly  polluted  although  the  scheme  was  only  installed  in 
1954.  The  springs  which  rise  in  Gorse  Wood  gravitate  to  a 
10,000  gallon  concrete  underground  storage  reservoir  and 
thence  to  the  village.  The  samples  showed  that  pollution 
was  either  taking  place  in  the  underground  reservoir  (the 
concrete  walls  varied  between  1’6"  and  2 ’6"  in  thickness)  or 
was  intermittent  at  the  source.  Every  sample  taken  at  the 
source  was  satisfactory  whereas  those  taken  in  the  reservoir 
were  not.  It  \je.s  felt  that  the  most  adequate  way  of  dealing 
with  this  problem  was  the  installation  of  a chlorinating  plant 
and  this  was  done  at  an  approximate  cost  of  £400.  Subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 

No  further  progress  can  be  reported  upon  the  Llangwm  or 
Llansoy  Water  Schemes  despite  pressure  by  the  Parish  Council 
and  this  Council. 

A scheme  to  supply  five  dwellings  at  The  Banton,  Tintern, 
was  considered  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £1,308  and  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  was  approached  to  ascertain  if  they 
would  make  a grant  as  there  was  a possibility  of  supplying  one 
large  farm  in  addition  to  the  domestic  premises.  This  was 
still  the  subject  of  correspondence  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Probably  the  most  important  aspect  of  water  supply  during 
the  year  was  the  proposed  grouping  of  all  Statutory  Water 
Undertakers  in  South  Monmouthshire  into  the  Newport  and 
South  Monmouthshire  Joint  Water  Board  and  the  Draft  Order 
was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  in  December.  It  ^ 

was  anticipated  that  thebe  would  be  objections  from  certain 
authorities  and.  a public  inquiry  would  be  arranged  during  1959. 

In  the  meantime  pending  the  formation  of  the  Board,  the  Council 
decided  to  press  ahead  with  all  the  water  schemes  they  considered 
necessary  and  make  every  effort  to  commence  them  before  the  Board 
took  over. 
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HOUSING 


The  following  table  shows  the  composition  of  the  district 
into  various  parishes  and  gives  an  indication  of  the  type  of 
development 

Houses 


Parish 

Area  (acres) 

Population 

Private 

Council 

Undy 

1726 

623 

168  ' 

19 

Rogiet 

2312 

1136 

245 

128 

Caldicot 

1975 

2809 

451 

504 

Portskewett 

1101 

1226 

288 

82 

ifathern 

3S90 

800 

198 

22 

St.  Arvans 

4203 

590 

145 

30 

Tintern 

4399 

682 

172 

28 

Devauden 

7242 

580 

147 

32 

Kilgwrrwg 

666 

78 

21 

— 

Llangwm 

4546 

410 

108 

Shironewton 

5696 

626 

216 

11 

Caerwent 

4603 

1310 

283 

109 

Owing  to  the  removal  of  the  housing  subsidy,  the  Council 
only  completed  two  new  dwellings  during  the  year  at  Shire newt  on 
although  the  applications  continued  to  rise  in  number.  The 
question  of  resuming  house  building  was  considered  and  for 
that  purpose  each  parish  reviewed  its  housing  lists  to  ascertain 
the  number  of  genuine  applicants  and  the  degree  of  real  need. 
After  this  review  had  been  carried  out  it  was  found  that  thero 
were  still  242  persons  who  needed  to  be  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

The  Council  were  informed  by  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council  that  a grant  of  £20  per  dwelling  could  be  given  by 
then  as  a means  of  encouragement  towards  the  provision  of 
housing  for  aged  persons  where  a house  and  welfare  services 
were  provided.  It  was  seen  after  consideration  that  it  would 
cost  the  Council  more  to  carry  out  the  County  Council’s  scheme 
with  the  contribution  after  providing  a Warden’s  services  than 
it  would  be  to  build  in  the  ordinary  way  without  a contribution. 
No  action  was  taken  in  this  matter. 


The  question  of  providing  bungalows  for  aged  persons  was, 
however,  pursued  and  after  negotiations  with  the  Representative 
3o$y of  the  Church  in  Wales,  restrictions  on  land  at  St.  drvans 
were  waived  and  it  was  proposed  to  construct  a number  of  bungalows 
there.  A site  was  also  considered  and  approved  at  Portskewett. 

The  policy  of  dealing  \d.th  persons  evicted  from  dwellings  by 
Court  Order  was  considered  and  it  was  decided  that  if  the  evicted 
tenant  was  in  no  way  to  blame  for  his  predicament,  he  would  be 
granted  the  first  house  available. 


13 


The  Council  purchased  four  houses  at  St.  'rvans  during  the 
year  for  £75C  and  it  was  intended  to  carry  out  improvement 
works  and  general  modernisation  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
£2,000. 

The  1 ’elf are  Centre  at  The  Royal  Naval  Propellant  Factory, 
Dinham,  which  had  been  converted  into  a camp  for  135  refugees 
from  Egypt  following  the  Suez  campaign  was  closed  in  March 
and  the  Council  considered  the  question  firstly  of  temporary 
housing  accommodation  on  this  site  and  secondly  of  demolishing 
the  existing  hutments  and  providing  permanent  accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  consultations  were  proceeding  with  the 
Planning  Authority  but  no  conclusion  had  been  reached. 

During  the  year  the  Council  acquired  30  houses  at 
Llanvair  Discoed  in  the  parish  of  Caerwent  for  the  sum  of 
£14,500.  These  houses  were  built  by  the  Welsh  Land  Settlement 
Society  who  now  wished  to  dispose  of  then  as  the  Society  was 
being  dissolved.  The  Council  acquired  them  on  the  understanding 
that  the  Land  Settlement  Society  nominated  15  tenants. 

An  application  to  develop  land  at  Gas  Porks  Lane-,  Caldicot, 
for  the  erection  of  48  private  dwellings  had  to  be  refused  because 
of  the  inadequacy  of  the  s ewer  and  the  difficulty  in  providing 
an  approach  road  of  satisfactory  width  to  the  site  and  it  wo„s 
resolved  that  only  individual  houses  should  receive  consideration 
on  their  merits  in  this  area.  11  private  houses  were  completed 
during  the  year. 

Following  the  suspension  of  the  Improvement  Grant  system 
in  1957  when  the  Bank  Rate  was  increased,  the  Council  decided 
in  July  to  reintroduce  the  system.  By  the  end  of  the  year  eight 
grants  h d been  made  amounting  to  £2,243. 


SEWERAGE 

The  most  noteworthy  progress  in  the  question  of  sewerage 
was  made  at  Devauden  where  a scheme  to  servo  45  premises  was 
commenced  in  November.  This  consisted  of  4U  and  6"  sowers 
gravitating  to  a disposal  works  and  effluent  being  discharged 
into  a nearby  stream.  Conditions  at  Devauden  have  been  extremely 
bad  for  a number  of  years  and  this  scheme  is  very  welcome.  The 
estimated  cost  was  £7,500. 

The  Council's  Engineers  were  preparing  a sewerage  scheme  for 
Tintern  to  serve  120  prop  orties  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £56,000. 
This  is  a scheme  which  is  particularly  urgent  and  which  has  been 
considerably  aggravated  by  the  installation  of  the  recent  mains 
water  scheme.  It  is  impossible  to  install  cesspools  owing  to  the 
physical  features  of  the  land  (many  houses  are  built  into  the 
rock  face)  and  consequently  many  water  closets  are  connected 
directly  to  the  Riv .r  Wye.  , 


fr- 
it is  true  to  say  that  T intern,  with  its  great  attraction 
for  tourists,  is  the  worst  parish  in  the  Rural  District  for 
sanitary  arrangements  and  the  sewerage  system  although 
expensive  owing  to  the  pumping  which  is  necessary  is  very 
badly  needed. 

No  pro, grass  can  be  reported  at  Undy  because  the  proposed 
system,  is  linked  with  Magor  in  the  adjoining  rural  district, 

The  system  would  be  drained  to  a disposal  works  situated  in 
that  area  and  it  seems  that  they  have  not  yet  decided  to 
proceed.  Qne  is  inclined  to  the  view  that  it  would  be  more 
advantageous  for  the  Undy  Scheme  to  be  installed  and  the 
disposal  works  built  in  Magor  and  3t.  Mellons  Rural  District 
Council  by  arrangement,  and  the  Magor  system  could  be  linked 
to  it  when  that  Authority  decided  to  go  ahead  at  any  future 
date. 


St.  Arvans  is  another  village  to  which  attention  has 
previously  boon  drawn  as  being  without  a sewerage  system 
although  it  is  reasonably  economic  to  install.  At  present 
the  majority  of  premises  rely  upon  cesspools.  At  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  seek  the  views  of  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  upon  the  question  of  discharging  the 
effluent  into  a "swallow  hold' which  had  functiored  satisfartorily 
for  at  least  50  years  without  being  blocked.  This  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  taking  the  effluent  discharge  drain  to 
the  River  Hye  some  distance  of  approximately  1,000  yards  and 
thereby  considerably  reduce  the  cost  of  the  scheme. 

Although  the  Council  wished  to  proceed  with  a new  combined 
sewerage  system  for  the  villages  of  Portskewett,  Caldicot  and 
Rogiet  they  were  advised  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  to  allow 
the  matter  to  remain  dormant  until  a definite  decision  had  been 
reached  regarding  the  site  of  a proposed  new  steel  works  in 
Magor  and  St.  Mellons  area.  This  would  considerably  influence 
the  housing  requirements  in  the  area  and  af  ’ect  the  growth  of 
Caldicot  which  is  the  Council ' s main  development  centre.  As 
the  difference  in  population  could  amount  to  a figure  in  the 
region  of  11,000  it  was  decided  to  accept  tile  Ministry's  advice 
and  consultations  were  made  with  the  County  Planning  Authority 
who  would  advise  the  Council  as  quickly  as  possible  when  the 
decision  had  been  taken.  The  present  systems  in  Caldicot  and 
Rogiet  were  constructed  in  1924  and  are  connected  to  a single 
18"  outfall  which  discharges  crude  se .age  into  the  River  Severn. 
The  condition  of  the  outfall  pipe  below  the  Sea  Bank  has  seriously 
deteriotated;  certain  lengths  have  collapsed  permitting  sewage 
to  discharge.  A considerable  length  of  this  sewer  becomes 
surcharged  in  times  of  high  tide  and  inconvenience  is 
experienced  by  persons  in  the  village  of  Rogiet  until  the  tide 
level  is  lowered. 
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The  old  village  of  Rogict  is  not  severed  at  all  and  the 
same  can  be  said  of  most  of  the  properties  in  Port skews tt. 

The  post  war  Council  hou-es  are  drained  to  an  effluent 
sewer  serving  the  Royal  Naval  Propellant  Factory  at  D inham 
and  this  is  done  by  agreement  with  the  Admiralty  for  which 
the  Council  pay  an  annual  charge. 

During  the  year  a survey  was  carried  out  which  showed 
that  there  were  1,525  houses  connected  to  a public  sewer  and 
798  to  cesspool.  The  remainder  were  mainly  served  by 
pail  and  chemical  closets. 

The  Cesspool  Emptying  Scheme  functioned  satisfactorily 
during  the  year  and  648  were  emptied  at  a totaCL  cost  of  £1,761 
or  £2.  12.  Od.  per  pit.  The  Council  give  two  free  emptyings 
per  house  per  year,  after  which  a nominal  charge  of  10/ ~ is 
made  for  domestic  premises  whilst  business  premises  are 
emptied  at  the  rate  of  £1.  0.  Od.  per  house. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Rodent  Operative  inspected  1003  private  dwellings , 424 
farms  and  4 business  premises. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  involved. 


Month 

0 — — 

Private 

Sewers 

Local  Authority’s 

January 

Dwellings 

82 

78 

Premises 

3 

February 

76 

3 

March 

69 

3 

April 

86 

3 

May 

73 

3 

June 

91 

3 

July 

82 

56 

3 

August 

94 

3 

September 

81 

3 

October 

92 

3 

November 

95 

3 

December 

82 

3 

It  will  be  seen  that  two  treatments  of  public  sewers 
were  undertaken  during  the  year  and  no  major  infestations 
discovered.  Difficulty  was  experienced  on  the  Caldicot 
Housing  Estate  where  a badly  laid  section  of  new  sewer 
gave  considerable  trouble  and  the  inefficient  building  in 
of  ends  of  sewers  into  manholes  and  the  fact  that  certain 
junctions  were  installed  but  never  used  said  never  closed, 
allowed  rats  to  emerge  from  the  sewer  into  tenants  g.ardens. 
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Nevertheless , they  were  adequately  dealt  with  and  when 
any  open  junctions  became  a ’parent  the  necessary  work  of 
blocking  them  off  was  carried  out. 

Sewer  outfallq  refuse  tips  and  banks  of  streams  were 
again  treated  .and  the  results  were  gratifying.  Although 
the  rat  population  in  the  district  is  relatively  small  and 
no  major  surface  infestations  can  be  reported,  it  is  only 
by  constant  inspection  and  treatment  that  the  situation  can 
be  kept  .in  hand.  This  is  in  sharp  contrast  to  the  position 
ten  years  ago.  Rick  surveys  were  carried  out  as  usual 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Threshing  and 
Dismantling  of  Ricks)  Regulations  1951  and  threshing 
contractors  who  originally  resented  supervision  can  now 
be  reported  as  being  co-operative.  Their  initial  obstinacy 
can  be  traced  to  the  fact  that  their  operations  are.  easier 
to  carry  out  without  the  routine  of  enclosing  the  ricks 
before  threshing  and  the  carrying  of  extra  equipment  for 
the  purpose. 

Once  again  cordial  relations  existed  with  the  Officers 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  fisheries  and  Food  and 
their  Officers  gave  much  useful  advise  and  information 
during  the  year. 

During  the  year  the  Council  undertook  work  on  a Contract 
basis  at  1 3 farms  throughout  the  district  at  a cost  of  £56. 

This  was  a disappointing  figure  as  it  was  felt  that  with  the 
winding  up  of  the  Ministry  of  /griculture 1 s Contract  Scheme 
there  would  be  considerable  work  for  the  Council  to  undertake. 
Many  farmers  decided  to  take  their  chance  by  treating  the 
premises  themselves  whilst  others  undertook  contracts  with 
private  operators. 

A the  object  of  the  scheme  was  the  elimination  of  the 
rat  population  and  not  a large  financial  profit  by  the  Council, 
the  matter  cannot  bo  termed  a failure  as  constant  visits  to 
farms  canvassing  for  Contracts  at  the  same  time  as  inspecting 
the  land  keeps  the  farmers  alive  to  the  need  for  constant 
measures  of  control  by  himself  or  his  chosen  contractor. 


RSFUSA  COLLECTION 


The  Council  operate  two  full  time  refuse  vehicles  and 
give  a weekly  collection  to  all  parts  of  the  district.  It 
is  hoped  to  improve  upon  this  within  the  next  few  years  as 
sewerage  systems  are  installed  throughout  the  area.  When  the 
schemes  at  Tintern,  St.  Arvans,  Portskewett,  Caldicot  and 
Rogiet  are  completed  there  will  be  approximately  190  fewer 
cesspools  to  empty  and  as  the  vehicles  which  the  Council  own 
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are  of  a type  with  detachable  trailers,  it  is  anticipated 
that  by  purchasing  a further  refuse  trailer  and  reverting 
to  a part  time  cesspool  emptying  service  onco  more,  a 
twice  weekly  collection  can  be  given  to  the  more  developed 
parts  of  the  district.  This  will  then  compare  with  any 
Urban  district  where  refuse  collection  is  generally  easier 
and  quicker  owing  to  shorter  runs  to  tip  and  more  closely 
developed  areas. 

The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  during  the 
year  was  £4*814  compared  with  £4*245  the  previous  year. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  an  analysis  of  this  figure  into 
collection,  and  disposal  separately  as  no  special  staff 
are  employed  for  the  latter.  The  method  of  disposal  may 
be  termed  "partially  controlled"  in  as  much  as  a Chargehand 
amongst  the  Refuse  Loaders  is  responsible  for  the  day  to 
day  tipping  and  ensures  that  each  load  is  tipped  in  its 
correct  position  and  raked  down  each  day.  At  the  end  of 
the  day  the  refuse  is  covered  with  ashes  obtained  from  a 
local  hospital  and  each  Saturday  morning  is  spent  by  the 
four  Loaders  generally  tidying  and  preparing  the  tip  for 
the  next  week’s  work.  Regular  visits  are  made  by  the 
Rodent  Operative  and  the  tips  are  sprayed  in  an  effort 
to  keep  down  flies  in  the  summer  months.  The  Council 
operate  three  tips  at  Portskewett,  Undy  and  Newchurch 
West  and  jointly  use  a tip  situated  in  Chepstow  Urban 
District  Council  with  the  authority  for  that  area. 

The  system  of  providing  litter  bins  at  various  points 
within  the  district  was  extended  during  the  year  and 
proved  a useful  amenity,  considerably  reducing  nuisance 
from  papers*  wrappers  etc.,  at  bus  stops  and  similar  places. 


FACTORIES  ACT 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  factories 
and  inspections  made  during  the  year?~ 


/Cont  *d 
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Premises 

1 

• 

Number  of 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers  j 

Prosecuted  ’ 
1 

- 1 

! lo  Factories  in  which  'Sections 
1?  2,  3f  4 and  6 are  to  .be 
enforced  by  Local  Authority 

■ 

• 17 

. 

..  56 

!’ 

12.  Factories  not  included  in 
(l)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 

I Authority. 

. 

25 

81 

j 

3.  Other  premises  in  which 
I Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 

j Local  Authority  - (excluding 

outworkers  premises). 

~ 

| 

i 

TOTAL  • 

l 

42 

137 

■ 

1 

! 

f j » 

i 

1 

Number 

| 

of  cases  in  which  defects  were  -( 
. ...  _ . 

i 

Number  of 
cases  in 

r 

{ 

1 i 

i 

Found 

Remedied  j 

Referred 

which  prose-4 

i 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

cut ions  were 

| 

1 

Inspector 

Inspector 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

4 

4 

Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  temperature 
Inadequate  ventilation 
Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 

< 

for  sexes 

! 

| Other  offences  against 
fths  Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

I 

TOTAL 

l._ 

8 

8 

i 

I 

1 

1 

| 

~ i 

JL J 

Thera  were  no  complaints  from  the  Factory  Inspector 
and  once  again  cordial  relations  existed  between  the 
Department  and  the  County  Fire  Brigade  whose  Officers 
assisted  in  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  issuing 
Certificates  as  to  Menus  of  Escape  in  case  of  fire. 

There  were  no  outworkers  employed  in  the  district  during 
the  year. 


FOOD 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  ; nd  type  of  food 
premises  in  the  area  and  the  number  of  inspections  made 
during  the  year;- 


Promises 

Number 

Inspections 

Dairies 

4 

12 

Bakehouses 

2 

6 

Butchers 

6 

34  , 

Fish  & Fruit  Premises 

5 

11 

Food  Vehicles 

5 

13 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

19 

32 

Provision  Shops 

36 

132 

Restaurants  & Kitchens 

29 

117 

19  of  these  are  registered  under  'Section  16  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  for  the  storago  and  sale  of  ice 
cream,  and  4 dairies  are  registered  under  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations  1949  - 1954*  In  each  case,  the  dairy 
purchased  milk  in  bulk  from  wholesalers  outside  the  district 
and  it  is  already  bottled . There  were  no  manufacturers 
of  icecream  in  the  district  and  icocream  was  also  sold  in 
6 hotels  which  are  exempt  from  registration,  as  they  cater 
only  for  their  own  residents.  No  new  premises  were 
registered. 

There  was  one  small  private  slaughterhouse  at  Caldicot 
used  by  two  butchers  for  the  killing  of  sheep,  pigs  and 
calves  only  on  one  day  per  week.  When  the  licence  became 
renewable,  the  Council  asked  for  certain  structural 
improvements  to  be  made  but  the  butcher,  who  did  not  own 
the  premises,  felt  the  expenditure  was  not  worthwhile  and 
consequently  allowed  his  licence  to  lapse.  There  are 
therefore  no  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  at  the  present 
time.  The  Council  considered  the  possibility  of  erecting 
a small  public  abbattoir  at  Caldicot  but  no  progress  in 
this  direction  could  be  reported  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  years- 


Animals  Killed  ; Number 

i 

i 

i 

_ 

Condemned 
Organs  Reason 

1; 

Sheep  1 326 

Pigs  I 2 

Calves  ; — - 

1 ! 

'■  * 

7 Livers  Cirrhosis 

! 

There  were  only  19  tins  of  food  condemned  during  the  jrear 
and  these  were  disposed  of  on  the  Council's  Refuse  Tips  at 
Undy  and  Portskewett. 

Once  again  the  transport  of  neat  throughout  the  district 
both  by  retailers  and  wholesalers  was  satisfactory  and  a 
considerable  improvement  upon  the  methods  employed  before  the 
introduction  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

All  food  premises  in  the  district  were  regularly 
inspected  in  accordance  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  and 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  Four  premises  were  improved  as 
a result  of  informal  action  and  seven  other  promises  were 
cleansed.  The  co-operation  of  persons  engaged  in  food 
handling  was  again  good  with  a few  exceptions  and  the  depart- 
ment was  consulted  upon  many  aspects.  It  is  probably  true 
to  say  that  although  premises  may  conform  to  the  legal 
requirements  as  regards  their  structure,  it  is  of  more 
importance  for  the  persons  engaged  therein  to  be  hygiene 
conscious.  It  becomes  apparent  in  some  premises  that  the 
wash  hand  basin  although  installed  in  its  correct  position 
is  not  always  used.  Similarly  although  hygiene  posters  may 
be  exhibited,  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  food  exposed  to  con- 
tamination in  the  same  shop.  It  would  necessitate  daily 
inspections  to  ensure  complete  compliance  with  the  Regulations 
and  it  is  in  this  connection  that  the  public  themselves  may 
also  assist  by  complaining  about  such  matters  which  may  cause 
then  concern. 
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